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Hi, everyone!

A Twin Lakes Audubon member and friend, Bob Burleson, died of cancer in April.  He made his living as a lawyer; however, he was renowned for the reverence in his heart for the natural world.  To that effect, Bob worked tirelessly to protect and conserve Texas' natural beauty and rare archeological sites.  Bob and his wife, Mickey, restored their 500 acre farm into the natural tall-grass prairie it would been before it was farmed in the last century by hand picking native grass and wildflower seeds, sowing and carefully nurturing the resulting plants.  He became an acknowledged expert on Blackland Prairie plants and birds. Bob also loved the Big Bend area and gave several talk and slide shows to TLAS members about his canoe trips on the Rio Grande. A superb article on Bob, written by Patricia Benoit, in the 21 April edition of the Temple Daily Telegram can be read online at: http://www.tdtnews.com/story/2009/04/21/57372.
This is perhaps the best time of the year to do some birding, including in your own backyard. Take a look at the sightings (greatly appreciated) reported at the end of April. The observations made on 27 April reflect that although the weather may have been rainy, even stormy, throughout much of that day, the birding was quite good. Remember, birds have a different standard than humans for what makes a “birdy” day. 
TLAS does not have regular meetings, nor field trips, during the summer months; however, that does not mean bird sightings are not welcome, and will be posted on the website. There will be two local butterfly counts (Fort Hood on 27 June, Salado/Stillhouse on 11 July) conducted during the summer and you are welcome to participate. You do NOT have to be a butterfly expert to enjoy such a count.

We will be electing officers and a new board member during the May meeting. The only changes from incumbents are these nominations: Gil Eckrich - President; Phil Erven – Vice President; and Liz Cowan – Board Member. Other names can be submitted at the meeting.
As part of this newsletter you will find the membership form for the 2009-2010 TLAS year. The $15 local membership is to ensure funding for chapter activities, operations, donations, etc. The membership votes on any major, non-routine expenditures. Suggestions on supporting worthy causes, projects, speakers etc are always welcome.
See you at the meeting! 

PRESENTATIONS AND FIELD TRIPS

Unless otherwise noted, the contact for programs and field trips is Gil Eckrich; Cell: 254-534-0061, Email gil.eckrich@att.net .
May 2009: Membership slide show and annual business meeting, including election of officers and board member. If you have digital images to share, please bring them on flash drive, CD, DVD. If anyone wishes to show slides, please let Gil know in advance so arrangements for projector can be made.
Field Trips
16 May 2009: Mother Neff State Park. We will meet at 08:00 at the main entry to the park, right off Texas 236
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27 June: Fort Hood Butterfly Count. 

11 July:  Salado/Stillhouse Butterfly Count. POC for both counts is Rich Kostecke Cell: 254-258-0936; E-mail: rkostecke@tnc.org or rkost73@yahoo.com.

Snack and Drink Sign-up

                                       Snacks                                                              Drinks & Ice
12 May                 --------------------------EVERYONE--------------------------------------     
BIRDS SEEN/BIRDS HEARD

For up-to-date reports of bird sightings, go to the TLAS website!

http://twinlakesaudubon.org/
Lana Shields submitted this enthusiastic report from 27 April: “What a day!  I drank coffee this morning to a warbler in every tree.  Many Black Throated Green Warblers, Tennessee Warblers and Black and White Warblers AND....drum roll....a new yard bird.  I have had a Rose Breasted Grosbeak at my platform feeder off and on all day. A Painted Bunting pair was also at the feeder, along with Black Capped Chickadees, Titmouses (mice?) Northern Cardinals and Blue Jays. Life is good!”

Gil Eckrich had some nice birds on his property in the evening of 27 April: Golden-cheeked Warbler 1, Black-throated Green Warbler 2, Nashville Warbler 2, Yellow-breasted Chat 1, Indigo Bunting 2,

Painted Bunting 1, White-eyed Vireo 1, Blue-gray gnatcatcher 2, Chimney Swift 2.

Sue and Sandy Lowry saw a Rose breasted Grosbeak on Apr 26 in their backyard.  It flew into one of their tall trees from the South on a strong wind, rested several minutes while they watched him, and then flew off in a northerly direction.  According to Sandy, “Just like in the book!!”  
 TLAS Audubon Society  Membership 

Local Membership Only –2009-2010

Join now!  Make checks payable to Twin Lakes Audubon Society.  Send  check with this form to:  Carol Wadley, Twin Lakes Audubon Membership Chair,  3415 Whispering Oaks,  Temple, TX 76504.
�        $15   1 year                 

       

Name ___________________Phone ________
Address________________________________
 City___________________________State________Zip_______
Email__________________________________
                                                         

Date_________________________    
                                 

Check any areas where you would like to help:
     Newsletter ___     Photography ____
     Membership___   Communication ____
      Lead field trip ___   Fund Raising ___

     
      Speaker/Activities Leader  (clubs, churches, schools, scout  groups ,etc)  ________

      
     Citizen science _______

 

     Programs _______________

 

     Bird Surveys ___________________

 

     Snacks  _______ 

     

     Computer skills (labels etc) _______
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Meetings


7:00 p.m., second Tuesday of the month in Room 117, York Science Center, University of Mary Hardin-Baylor, Belton (No meetings June, July or August).





OFFICERS/CHAIRS





President:  Tom Robbins


    Tel: 254-770-0875


Vice President: Gil Eckrich


Secretary: Teresa Erven


Treasurer: Sabrina Nicholson


Membership: Carol Ann Wadley


Publicity: Jonnie Summers


Newsletter: Gil Eckrich 


      gil.eckrich@att.net


Hospitality: Shirley Beyer


Finance: Sandy Lowry


Directors: Joye Johnson


                 Randy Pinkston�                Carol Ann Wadley


Chapter Reps: Joye & Corky Johnson








